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Abstract 

Dr. Bhimrao Ramji Ambedkar (1891–1956) stands as a monumental figure in India's 

journey towards becoming a modern, inclusive, and democratic nation. His multifaceted 

contributions—as a jurist, economist, social reformer, and principal architect of the Indian 

Constitution—have left an indelible mark on the country's socio-political fabric. This paper delves 

into Ambedkar's visionary role in shaping modern India, examining his efforts in constitutional 

development, social justice, economic thought, educational reform, and advocacy for marginalized 

communities. Through a comprehensive analysis, the paper underscores Ambedkar's enduring 

legacy and the continued relevance of his ideas in contemporary India. 

Introduction  

Dr. Bhimrao Ramji Ambedkar (1891–1956), often referred to as the “Father of the Indian 

Constitution,” remains one of the most influential architects of modern India. A jurist, economist, 

social reformer, philosopher, and political leader, Ambedkar was a revolutionary thinker whose 

ideas continue to shape the intellectual and moral foundation of the Indian Republic. Born into a 

Dalit family, historically oppressed under the Hindu caste system, Dr. Ambedkar transformed his 

personal suffering into a public crusade against social injustice, inequality, and systemic 

discrimination. Through his pioneering work in law, politics, economics, education, and religion, 

he crafted a modern vision for India rooted in the ideals of liberty, equality, fraternity, and justice. 

Ambedkar’s contribution to modern India is unique in both its breadth and depth. While 

his role as the chief architect of the Indian Constitution is widely acknowledged, his overall vision 

extended far beyond constitutionalism. He viewed political freedom as incomplete without social 

and economic emancipation. His efforts focused not only on dismantling institutionalized caste 
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hierarchies but also on building a new India founded on rationalism, egalitarianism, and 

democracy. Dr. Ambedkar stood for a transformative project of nation-building—one that 

recognized the historical injustices inflicted upon the oppressed and sought to repair them through 

state policy, legal reform, and moral awakening. 

Born on April 14, 1891, in Mhow (present-day Madhya Pradesh), Ambedkar belonged to 

the Mahar community—then considered “untouchable” in the Hindu social order. Despite the 

hardships and discrimination he faced in childhood, Ambedkar showed extraordinary academic 

brilliance. His international exposure and deep grounding in liberal, socialist, and utilitarian 

thought gave him the intellectual tools to critically engage with Indian society and propose radical 

reforms. 

Ambedkar’s vision of modern India was rooted in five foundational pillars: constitutional 

democracy, social justice, economic equity, educational empowerment, and moral reconstruction 

through ethical religion. He was not content with cosmetic reforms. Rather, he aimed to dismantle 

centuries-old hierarchies and replace them with a rational and humane social order. Through 

political activism, legislative interventions, and mass movements, he built alliances and 

institutions that empowered marginalized groups to assert their rights. 

Perhaps the most enduring aspect of Ambedkar's legacy lies in the Indian Constitution. As 

Chairman of the Drafting Committee, Ambedkar played a central role in framing a document that 

laid the legal foundation for a sovereign, socialist, secular, and democratic republic. The 

Constitution institutionalized equality before law, banned untouchability, guaranteed civil 

liberties, and introduced affirmative action in favor of historically oppressed communities. For 

Ambedkar, the Constitution was not merely a legal document, but a social contract that promised 

dignity, justice, and freedom for all citizens, regardless of caste, creed, or gender. 

Trained as an economist, he recognized early on that political rights without economic 

empowerment were hollow. He advocated for state-led industrialization, land reforms, labour 

rights, and equitable distribution of resources. He envisioned a welfare state that would intervene 

actively to reduce poverty and create opportunities for all. His support for public sector enterprises, 
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progressive taxation, and labour protections reflected a modernist approach grounded in the 

principles of distributive justice. 

Ambedkar strongly championed education as a key instrument for liberation. He viewed it 

as the most powerful means to achieve social progress and intellectual growth. To this end, he 

established institutions like the People’s Education Society and tirelessly worked to improve 

access to education for the marginalized. His well-known call to 'Educate, Agitate, and Organise' 

still serves as a powerful source of inspiration for social movements throughout India today. 

 

A significant part of Ambedkar’s legacy was marked by his adoption of Buddhism in 1956. 

Disillusioned by the failure of Hindu society to reform itself and provide dignity to Dalits, he 

embraced Buddhism as a religion of reason, compassion, and equality. His embrace of Buddhism 

marked a spiritual and political break from the caste-ridden orthodoxy of Hinduism. It also laid 

the foundation for a modern Indian Buddhist movement that combined ethical values with social 

activism. 

Ambedkar's stature has only grown in the seven decades since his death. His ideas have 

influenced constitutional law, affirmative action policies, social reform movements, and academic 

discourses in political science, economics, and ethics. Dalit movements across India regard him as 

a liberator, while constitutional scholars recognize him as a foundational thinker. His portraits 

adorn institutions across India, and his birth anniversary is observed as a national holiday. Yet, as 

Ambedkar himself warned, the battle for equality is long and arduous. Modern India continues to 

grapple with many of the challenges he identified: caste discrimination, economic disparity, gender 

inequality, and erosion of democratic values. 

Constitutional Contributions of Dr. B.R. Ambedkar 

  Dr. Bhimrao Ramji Ambedkar’s role as the chief architect of the Indian Constitution is 

perhaps the most celebrated aspect of his legacy. His contributions to constitutional law, 

governance, and the conceptualisation of India’s democracy laid the foundational framework for 

the world's largest democracy. Yet, Ambedkar’s engagement with the constitution was far more 
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than a mere drafting exercise. It was a profound intellectual and political endeav or to transform 

India from a fragmented colonial society into a cohesive, inclusive, and just republic. His 

constitutional vision embedded principles of liberty, equality, fraternity, and social justice—

principles that continue to animate Indian democracy. 

The Historical Context and Ambedkar’s Appointment 

When India gained independence in 1947, it was a nation deeply divided along religious, 

linguistic, caste, and economic lines. The colonial legacy left behind a fractured polity with vast 

disparities in power and privilege. The challenge of drafting a constitution that would unify diverse 

groups, protect minority rights, and guarantee fundamental freedoms was immense. 

Amidst a period of great upheaval, Dr. B.R. Ambedkar was entrusted with the responsibility of 

leading the Drafting Committee of the Constituent Assembly on 29th August 1947. His legal 

acumen, political experience, and commitment to social reform made him uniquely qualified to 

undertake this colossal task. Ambedkar’s leadership was critical in mediating between competing 

interests, addressing communal tensions, and articulating a vision of constitutional democracy that 

transcended narrow identities. 

Ambedkar’s Constitutional Philosophy: Democracy Beyond Politics 

 

       Ambedkar’s constitutional philosophy was deeply rooted in his belief that political democracy 

without social and economic democracy was meaningless. He believed that genuine democracy 

could only be achieved by breaking down hierarchical social systems—particularly the caste 

system—which deprived millions of their fundamental rights and human dignity. In his speeches 

in the Constituent Assembly, Ambedkar emphasized that the Constitution must do more than 

provide a framework for governance; it must actively promote social justice and equality. He 

famously stated, “Political democracy cannot last unless there lies at the base of it social 

democracy.” This statement underscored his conviction that laws and institutions alone could not 

achieve justice unless society itself was transformed. 
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Key Constitutional Innovations 

       Dr. Ambedkar’s imprint on the Constitution is evident in several landmark provisions that 

addressed historical inequalities and laid the foundation for an inclusive nation-state. 

1. Abolition of Untouchability (Article 17) 

       One of Ambedkar’s most significant achievements was the explicit abolition of untouchability 

through Article 17. This provision legally banned the practice of caste-based exclusion and 

discrimination, which had been a source of profound social injustice. The constitutional 

proscription of untouchability was a revolutionary move in a society deeply divided by caste 

hierarchies. It was a clear legal declaration that caste discrimination would no longer be tolerated 

in independent India. 

 

2. Equality Before Law and Non-Discrimination (Articles 14-16) 

 

        Ambedkar ensured that the Constitution guaranteed formal equality to all citizens. Articles 

14 to 16 of the Constitution ensure equality before the law and forbid discrimination based on 

religion, race, caste, gender, or place of birth.. These articles laid the groundwork for building an 

egalitarian society where every individual would have equal access to public offices and 

opportunities. 

3. Fundamental Rights and Directive Principles of State Policy 

Ambedkar was instrumental in framing the Fundamental Rights—civil liberties that 

safeguard individual freedom and dignity. These rights include freedom of speech, religion, 

cultural and educational rights of minorities, and the right to constitutional remedies. He ensured 

that the Constitution not only guaranteed these rights but also provided mechanisms for their 

enforcement. 

Complementing the Fundamental Rights, Ambedkar championed the Directive Principles 

of State Policy, which outline the social and economic goals the government should strive to 
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achieve. While not justiciable in courts, these principles—such as securing adequate livelihood, 

equal pay for equal work, and promotion of education—reflect Ambedkar’s vision for social 

democracy and welfare. 

4. Reservation Policy for Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes 

One of the most transformative elements of the Indian Constitution under Ambedkar’s 

guidance was the introduction of affirmative action or reservations for Scheduled Castes (SCs) and 

Scheduled Tribes (STs). Recognizing centuries of marginalization, Ambedkar ensured provisions 

for reserved seats in the Parliament, state legislatures, and public employment. This affirmative 

action aimed to provide historically oppressed groups with political representation and economic 

opportunities. 

The reservation policy was controversial and remains so to this day, but it was an essential 

mechanism to correct systemic discrimination and create a more level playing field. Ambedkar 

viewed reservations not as charity but as a constitutional right and a tool for social justice. 

5. Secularism and Religious Freedom 

Given India’s religious diversity and communal tensions, Ambedkar played a key role in 

ensuring that the Constitution adopted a secular character. He supported freedom of religion and 

the right of individuals to practice, profess, and propagate their faith. The constitutional guarantees 

also provided protection to minorities, ensuring they could preserve their cultural and educational 

rights. 

Ambedkar’s secularism was distinct from Western models; it was a commitment to equal respect 

for all religions, paired with the state’s responsibility to prevent religious discrimination and 

conflict. 
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Balancing Unity and Diversity 

         Ambedkar was acutely aware of India’s pluralism and the potential for social fragmentation. 

He was committed to forging a constitutional identity that honored diversity while fostering 

national unity. This balancing act required innovative approaches to citizenship, language rights, 

federalism, and minority protections. 

          He advocated for a federal structure with a strong centre, to maintain unity and effective 

governance, while allowing autonomy to states to preserve linguistic and cultural identities. His 

draft ensured protections for minorities while emphasizing the sovereignty and indivisibility of the 

Indian Republic. 

Constitutional Debates and Challenges 

         Ambedkar faced significant challenges and opposition during the drafting process. The 

Constituent Assembly included various ideological groups, from conservatives to radicals, 

socialists to religious nationalists. Ambedkar’s insistence on social justice and affirmative action 

faced resistance, especially from upper-caste representatives who feared losing privileges. 

In spite of the resistance, Ambedkar’s strong reasoning, legal acumen, and leadership in politics 

played a crucial role in securing the adoption of forward-thinking provisions.. His openness to 

debate and his ability to build consensus was vital for the Constitution’s eventual adoption in 

November 1949. 

The Constitution as a Living Document 

Ambedkar viewed the Constitution as a dynamic framework, capable of evolving through 

amendments and judicial interpretation. He encouraged the judiciary to be vigilant in protecting 

fundamental rights and ensuring the state’s commitment to social justice. 
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Since its adoption, the Indian Constitution has undergone numerous amendments, many 

expanding the scope of social justice and affirmative action, reflecting Ambedkar’s vision of a 

constantly progressing democracy. 

Ambedkar’s Legacy in Constitutional Law 

Dr. Ambedkar’s constitutional contributions laid the foundation for India’s democratic 

institutions, human rights protections, and social reform policies. His ideas continue to resonate in 

Indian jurisprudence, public policy, and social movements. 

Landmark Supreme Court judgments invoking Ambedkar’s vision have strengthened anti-

discrimination laws, upheld affirmative action, and protected minority rights. The Indian 

Constitution, often hailed as one of the most comprehensive in the world, stands as a testament to 

Ambedkar’s intellectual brilliance and commitment to justice. 

Economic Vision of Dr. B.R. Ambedkar 

          Dr. B.R. Ambedkar’s contributions to India’s economic thought and policy are often 

overshadowed by his towering role in constitutional law and social reform. However, his economic 

vision was a critical and integral part of his larger project to build a modern, just, and equitable 

India. Trained as an economist at Columbia University and the London School of Economics, 

Ambedkar’s understanding of economic theory was rigorous and comprehensive. His economic 

philosophy was not limited to academic discourse but was a practical blueprint aimed at addressing 

India’s pervasive poverty, inequality, and underdevelopment. 

        Ambedkar’s economic vision was deeply intertwined with his commitment to social justice. 

He viewed economic emancipation as an essential component of human dignity and freedom, 

especially for the marginalized castes and communities. Political rights, in his view, would remain 

hollow without the redistribution of economic resources and opportunities. His economic thinking 

combined elements of welfare economics, social democracy, and state intervention to create a 

framework that emphasized equity, industrialization, and labor rights. 



International Journal in Management and Social Science  
Volume 12 Issue 04, April 2024 ISSN: 2321-1784 Impact Factor: 8.088 
Journal Homepage: http://ijmr.net.in, Email: irjmss@gmail.com                               
Double-Blind Peer Reviewed Refereed Open Access International Journal  

  

29 International Journal in Management and Social Science 
http://ijmr.net.in, Email: irjmss@gmail.com 

 

The Economic Context of Colonial India 

At the time Ambedkar began formulating his economic ideas, India was still under British 

colonial rule. The colonial economy was characterized by the exploitation of India’s agricultural 

sector, deindustrialization of traditional crafts, and stagnation of industrial growth. The rural 

majority, especially the lower castes and tribal populations, faced chronic poverty, indebtedness, 

and social exclusion. Ambedkar critically analyzed these conditions and offered policy 

prescriptions aimed at reversing the colonial legacy and fostering indigenous economic 

development. 

Industrialization and Modernization 

Ambedkar was a strong proponent of rapid industrialization as a means to transform India’s 

predominantly agrarian economy into a modern industrial state. He believed that industrial growth 

was essential for generating employment, increasing productivity, and reducing poverty. Unlike 

some contemporaries who favored an agricultural focus, Ambedkar argued that industrialization 

would create the necessary infrastructure and economic base for sustained development. 

In his early works such as The Problem of the Rupee (1923) and various reports, Ambedkar 

advocated for protective tariffs, state intervention in key industries, and the development of public 

sector enterprises. He was skeptical of unfettered free markets and laissez-faire economics, which 

he believed would perpetuate inequality and exploitation. Instead, he envisioned a mixed economy 

where the state played a proactive role in guiding industrial growth, protecting nascent industries, 

and ensuring that economic benefits were broadly shared. 

Labour Rights and Social Welfare 

Ambedkar’s concern for labor welfare was central to his economic thought. Coming from 

a marginalized background and witnessing the plight of laborers, he championed the cause of 

workers' rights and dignity. He argued for legislation to regulate working conditions, ensure 

minimum wages, provide social security, and protect workers from exploitation. 
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          As the Chairman of the Labour Reforms Committee in the 1930s, Ambedkar drafted 

progressive labor laws that addressed issues such as bonded labor, child labor, and occupational 

safety. His efforts laid the groundwork for later labor legislation in independent India. He also 

promoted the idea of trade unions and collective bargaining as vital instruments for empowering 

workers and ensuring fair treatment. 

Land Reforms and Agrarian Policy 

Ambedkar recognized the importance of land reforms to alleviate rural poverty and uplift 

the Scheduled Castes and other marginalized communities. Landlessness and tenancy insecurity 

were major causes of economic deprivation in rural India. Ambedkar advocated for redistribution 

of land, tenancy reforms, and measures to prevent exploitation of peasants by landlords. 

He supported state acquisition of land for redistribution and promoted cooperative farming 

models to increase productivity and reduce inequalities. Although land reforms were not fully 

realized in independent India, Ambedkar’s ideas influenced policy debates and continue to be 

relevant in discussions on agrarian justice. 

Education and Economic Empowerment 

           For Ambedkar, education was not only a social right but an economic necessity. He believed 

that education was the most effective tool for economic mobility and empowerment, especially for 

marginalized communities. His advocacy for universal primary education, vocational training, and 

scholarships for the oppressed was aimed at breaking the cycle of poverty. 

         Ambedkar himself exemplified the transformative power of education, having risen from a 

socially excluded caste to become a world-class scholar. He founded educational institutions like 

the People’s Education Society in 1945 to promote access to quality education for the 

underprivileged. 

 

 



International Journal in Management and Social Science  
Volume 12 Issue 04, April 2024 ISSN: 2321-1784 Impact Factor: 8.088 
Journal Homepage: http://ijmr.net.in, Email: irjmss@gmail.com                               
Double-Blind Peer Reviewed Refereed Open Access International Journal  

  

31 International Journal in Management and Social Science 
http://ijmr.net.in, Email: irjmss@gmail.com 

 

Fiscal Policy and Economic Planning 

 

           Ambedkar was an early advocate of planned economic development. He argued for the 

state’s active involvement in economic planning and resource allocation to achieve social 

welfare goals. His vision foresaw several aspects that would later be incorporated into India’s 

Five-Year Plans after independence. 

Ambedkar also emphasized the importance of equitable fiscal policies. He recommended 

progressive taxation to finance social welfare programs and reduce income inequalities. His 

critique of colonial fiscal policies highlighted how they drained India’s wealth and impoverished 

its people. 

 

Critique of Capitalism and Socialism 

Ambedkar’s economic vision was distinct in its critical engagement with both capitalism 

and socialism. He rejected unregulated capitalism for its tendency to concentrate wealth and 

exploit labor. At the same time, he was cautious about the Soviet model of socialism, favoring a 

more balanced approach that combined private enterprise with state intervention. 

His approach can be described as a form of social democracy tailored to India’s unique socio-

economic realities. He advocated for a welfare state that would protect the vulnerable while 

promoting economic growth and industrialization. 

Economic Emancipation and Social Justice 

 

           For Ambedkar, economic emancipation was inseparable from social justice. He argued that 

the caste system sustained economic inequality by limiting lower castes' opportunities to own land, 

receive education, and secure employment. Therefore, economic policies had to be designed in a 

way that dismantled caste-based barriers and promoted equal opportunity. 

The reservation policy in education and employment, which Ambedkar championed 

constitutionally, was also an economic tool to uplift marginalized communities. 
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Legacy and Impact on Indian Economic Policy 

          Ambedkar’s economic thought significantly influenced India’s economic strategies after 

gaining independence.. Many of his recommendations found expression in the constitution, labour 

laws, land reform initiatives, and public sector expansion. India’s adoption of a mixed economy 

model after independence was shaped, in part, by Ambedkar’s economic philosophy. 

His emphasis on social justice as integral to economic policy continues to inspire debates on 

affirmative action, poverty alleviation, and inclusive growth. Ambedkar’s ideas continue to hold 

significance in today’s debates on economic disparity, workers’ rights, and sustainable 

development in India. 

Social Justice Framework of Dr. B.R. Ambedkar 

            Dr. B.R. Ambedkar’s contribution to the social justice framework in India is monumental 

and arguably his most enduring legacy. For Ambedkar, social justice was not merely a moral ideal 

but a practical necessity for building a just, inclusive, and democratic society. His lifelong struggle 

against caste discrimination, untouchability, and social exclusion culminated in a vision of social 

justice that sought to dismantle the hierarchical structures that perpetuated inequality and 

oppression. His framework provided the ideological foundation for transforming India’s deeply 

stratified society into one based on equality, dignity, and human rights. 

The Philosophical Foundations of Ambedkar’s Social Justice 

          Ambedkar’s idea of social justice was deeply grounded in his sharp criticism of the caste 

system, which he saw as the main cause of social and economic inequality in India.. He argued 

that social justice demanded more than formal equality; it required substantive equality—

addressing the systemic barriers that marginalized millions. He defined social justice as “the 

equalization of the law, equalization of the opportunity, and the equalization of the status.” This 

meant not only providing equal rights under the law but also ensuring that historically 

disadvantaged groups had real access to education, employment, and social participation. 

Ambedkar’s social justice was closely linked to his belief in human dignity and liberty. He asserted 
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that a society that tolerates untouchability and caste discrimination is fundamentally unjust and 

denies millions their basic human rights. 

The Caste System: The Root of Social Injustice 

Ambedkar’s critique of the caste system was uncompromising. He described it as “the 

demon of caste” that divided Indian society into rigid, hereditary groups with hierarchical 

privileges. The caste system, in his analysis, was a form of social slavery that denied millions their 

freedom and dignity. He exposed how caste was not only a social evil but also a mechanism of 

economic exploitation and political subjugation. Untouchability, in particular, was a brutal form 

of exclusion that relegated Dalits (formerly “Untouchables”) to the margins of society, barring 

them from temples, schools, public wells, and many occupations. 

Ambedkar argued that caste was a unique form of social oppression that required specific 

legal and social interventions to eradicate. He rejected the idea that caste could be reformed 

through religious or social movements alone, insisting on constitutional safeguards and affirmative 

action. 

Legal and Constitutional Measures for Social Justice 

 

          As the principal drafter of the Indian Constitution, Ambedkar made certain that the 

principles of social justice were firmly incorporated into the nation's foundational legal 

framework.. The Constitution’s provisions against discrimination, the abolition of untouchability 

(Article 17), and affirmative action for Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes were direct 

reflections of Ambedkar’s social justice vision.These measures were revolutionary in the context 

of India’s social realities. The abolition of untouchability was not merely symbolic but created a 

legal framework for challenging discriminatory practices. eservations in education, jobs, and 

political representation were introduced to address the long history of social exclusion. Ambedkar 

regarded these constitutional measures as essential tools for fostering social inclusion and ensuring 
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equal opportunities for disadvantaged groups.. He argued that without such measures, democracy 

would be incomplete and unjust.  

 

Education as a Tool for Social Liberation 

            Ambedkar strongly believed that education was the key to social emancipation. He saw 

education as a means to break the shackles of caste and poverty and empower individuals to claim 

their rights.  His life itself illustrated how education could be a powerful force for personal and 

social transformation.. From a socially ostracized background, Ambedkar’s academic 

achievements enabled him to become a leading intellectual and social reformer. 

He consistently championed the right to quality education for all, with a special focus on Dalits 

and other oppressed communities. He also highlighted the value of vocational and technical 

training as a means to achieve economic independence. Ambedkar founded institutions and 

scholarships to support the education of the oppressed, laying the groundwork for future 

affirmative policies. 

Political Representation and Empowerment 

           Ambedkar understood that social justice required political power. Without representation, 

marginalized groups would remain voiceless and powerless in democratic governance. He 

therefore championed political reservations for Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes in 

legislatures. This was to ensure their participation in decision-making processes and protection of 

their interests. Ambedkar himself was a political leader and mobilizer, organizing communities 

and advocating for their rights. His contributions sparked the rise of the Dalit movement and 

provided a strong foundation for ongoing struggles for social justice. 

Social Justice Beyond Caste: Gender and Religious Minorities 

          While caste formed the core of Ambedkar’s social justice framework, he also advocated for 

the rights of women and religious minorities. Ambedkar was an early feminist voice in India, 
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recognizing the double discrimination faced by women, especially Dalit women. He supported 

women’s education, property rights, and political participation. Regarding religious minorities, 

Ambedkar championed secularism and equal rights, ensuring the Constitution protected minority 

cultures and religions. However, he also critiqued certain religious practices that perpetuated social 

inequality, including within Hinduism. 

Ambedkar’s Social Justice and Buddhism 

           Ambedkar’s decision to embrace Buddhism in 1956 was a powerful and transformative step 

toward asserting social justice.. He rejected Hinduism, which he saw as the religious foundation 

of caste oppression, and embraced Buddhism’s egalitarian and humanistic principles. His embrace 

of Buddhism was a powerful statement of identity and resistance. He encouraged Dalits to convert 

and reject caste discrimination, framing social justice as not only legal and political but also 

spiritual liberation.This conversion movement continues to influence Dalit identity and social 

justice struggles in India. 

Critiques and Challenges to Ambedkar’s Social Justice Framework 

           Ambedkar’s social justice framework has faced challenges and critiques over the decades. 

Some have argued that affirmative action has created new forms of division, or that caste-based 

politics perpetuate identity conflicts.However, defenders of Ambedkar’s vision emphasize that 

social justice is an ongoing process that must adapt to changing conditions while remaining 

committed to equality and dignity. Ongoing caste discrimination and social inequality in today’s 

India reveal that Ambedkar’s mission for achieving true social justice is still a work in progress. 

Legacy and Continuing Relevance 

Dr. Ambedkar’s social justice framework remains the cornerstone of India’s demoratic 

ethos and policy. His ideas continue to inspire legal reforms, social movements, and academic 

scholarship. Movements for Dalit rights, gender equality, and minority protections invoke 

Ambedkar’s legacy to demand justice and inclusion. 
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Ambedkar’s vision challenges India to move beyond formal equality and create a society where 

every individual can live with dignity and equal opportunity. 

 

 

Conclusion 

Dr. Bhimrao Ramji Ambedkar stands as a towering architect of modern India, whose 

multifaceted contributions shaped the nation’s political, economic, and social landscape in 

profound ways. His visionary leadership and relentless struggle against inequality laid the 

foundation for a democratic, just, and inclusive India. 

Ambedkar’s constitutional contributions were pivotal in establishing the legal and 

institutional framework that enshrined fundamental rights, abolished untouchability, and ensured 

political representation for marginalized communities. Through the Indian Constitution, he 

embedded the principles of equality, liberty, and fraternity, transforming India into a sovereign 

democratic republic that aspires to social justice. 

             Equally important was Ambedkar’s economic vision, which recognized the inseparable 

link between economic emancipation and social equality. His advocacy for industrialization, 

labour rights, land reforms, and education demonstrated a holistic understanding of development 

that prioritized both growth and equity. Ambedkar’s economic ideas challenged colonial 

exploitation and laid the groundwork for India’s mixed economy, emphasizing the state’s role in 

promoting welfare and reducing disparities. Ambedkar’s legacy is deeply rooted in his steadfast 

dedication to the cause of social justice.. By confronting the entrenched caste system and 

advocating for the rights and dignity of Dalits and other oppressed groups, he redefined social 

justice as a practical, legal, and moral imperative. His framework, encompassing legal safeguards, 

affirmative action, education, and political empowerment, aimed to dismantle centuries of social 

exclusion and build an egalitarian society. 
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             Ambedkar’s life and work transcend their historical context and continue to inspire 

contemporary struggles for equality and human rights. His vision challenges India and the world 

to pursue a society where every individual enjoys dignity, opportunity, and justice, irrespective of 

caste, class, or gender. 

In essence, Dr. Ambedkar’s enduring legacy is the blueprint for modern India—a nation 

committed to democratic ideals, social equity, and inclusive development. Understanding and 

applying his ideas remain crucial for realizing the promise of a truly just and modern India. 
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