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ABSTRACT 

The drought stress caused significant increase in seed germination and root length at lower 

drought stress level (15% PEG) yet thereafter decreased with increase in drought stress 

intensity. Drought stress forced by PEG significantly reduced the shoot length and seedling 

weight (fresh and dry) in a concentration-subordinate manner. Plant height, number of leaves, 

leaf area, biomass (fresh and dry weight) and relative water content reduced with increase in the 

level and duration of stress. Increased root length at mellow and moderate drought stress was an 

adaptive response. Membrane stability index decreased with increase in the drought stress 

concentration. Increased level of total carbohydrate, total protein, total free amino acids and 

proline content was an adaptation of plant to overcome the drought stress conditionsin 

thisarticle we will study about the effect of drought stress on plant growth and metabolism. 

I. INTRODUCTION 

Global warming leads to the concurrence of a number of abiotic and biotic stresses, subsequently 

affecting rural productivity. Event of abiotic stresses can adjust plant– pest interactions by 

improving host plant powerlessness to pathogenic organisms, insects and by diminishing 

aggressive capacity with weeds. Unexpectedly, a few pests may change plant response to abiotic 

stress factors. Hence, orderly examinations are urgent to comprehend the impact of simultaneous 

abiotic and biotic stress conditions on crop productivity. Be that as it may, to date, an aggregate 

database on the event of different stress mixes in agronomically noticeable regions isn't 

accessible. This survey endeavors to gather distributed data on this point, with a specific 

spotlight on the effect of consolidated dry spell and pathogen stresses on crop productivity. In 

doing as such, this survey features some agronomically critical morpho-physiological qualities 

that can be used to recognize genotypes with consolidated stress tolerance.  

Moreover, this survey traces potential job of ongoing genomic instruments in disentangling 

consolidated stress tolerance in plants. This audit will, subsequently, be useful for agronomists 

and field pathologists in surveying the effect of the interactions among dry spell and plant-

pathogens on crop performance. Further, the audit will be useful for physiologists and sub-

atomic. 
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Scholars to plan agronomically important systems for the advancement of wide range stress 

tolerant crops. Because of global warming and potential atmosphere variations from the norm 

related with it, crops normally experience an expanded number of abiotic and biotic stress mixes, 

which extremely influence their growth and yield. Simultaneous event of abiotic stresses, for 

example, dry spell and warmth has been appeared to be more ruinous to crop production than 

these stresses happening independently at various crop growth stages.  

Abiotic stress conditions, for example, dry spell, high and low temperature and saltiness are 

known to impact the event and spread of pathogens, insects and weeds. They can likewise result 

in minor pests to end up potential dangers in future. These stress conditions additionally 

straightforwardly influence plant– pest interactions by modifying plant physiology and guard 

responses. Also, abiotic stress conditions, for example, dry season upgrade aggressive 

interactions of weeds on crops as a few weeds show improved water utilize productivity than 

crops. The impact of joined stress factors on crops isn't constantly added substance, in light of 

the fact that the result is regularly managed by the idea of interactions between the stress factors. 

Plants tailor their responses to consolidated stress factors and display a few one of kind 

responses, alongside other basic responses. 

II. DIFFERENT ENVIRONMENTAL STRESSES 

Different environmental stresses persistently influence plants in field. The decline in rainfall, 

increment in environmentalCO2 and more outrageous weather occasions went with by1.5-4.5°C 

increment in temperature are normal in next 100 years. In arid and semi-arid zones, stresses 

dominatingly drought restrict the development and productivity of crops especially cause 

financial misfortunes in agribusiness. Abiotic stresses influence the productivity of agricultural 

crops and in addition the microbial action in soil. Extraordinary conditions, for example, delayed 

drought, exceptional downpours flooding, high temperatures, ice and low temperatures, which 

are relied upon to escalate later on because of atmosphere changes, will altogether influence 

plants and soil microorganisms. This type of abiotic stretch, influence the plant water connection 

at cell and entire plant level lessen nitrogen and carbon digestion which regulate plant 

physiology and photosynthetic action.  

Microorganisms could assume an essential job in adjustment techniques and increment of 

tolerance to abiotic stresses in agricultural plants. PGPR can help have plant to adapt to stresses. 

Plant development advancing microorganisms can likewise roll out such improvements in root 

morphology. The term actuated fundamental tolerance (IST) has been proposed for PGPR-

instigated physical and chemical changes that outcome in upgraded tolerance of plants to abiotic 

stretch. Drought tolerance to the plants can be instigated by PGPR vaccinations which are 

adjusted to water restricted soil conditions. Phosphorus (P) is significant fundamental full scale 

nutrients for biological development and advancement and likewise advances N2obsession in 

vegetables. Microorganisms offer a biological safeguard framework fit for solubilizing the 
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insoluble inorganic P of soil and make it accessible to the plants. The capacity of a few 

microorganisms to change over insoluble phosphorus (P) to an available frame, similar to 

orthophosphate, is a vital attribute in a PGPR for expanding plant yields. Azospirillum spp., 

segregated from arid territories can enhance tolerance level in product plants submerged 

deficiency condition.  

Plants and Stress 

Plants encounter biotic and abiotic stresses that imperil their survival. Plant framework grows 

and creates to its most extreme potential just under an ideal scope of factors like water, 

temperature, light and so on. At whatever point there is a shortage among these factors, the result 

is diminished development and advancement higher plants are in this manner regularly subjected 

to a few, harsh environmental stresses, which antagonistically influence their development, 

digestion and yield. Drought, salinity, low and high temperatures, surge, contaminations and 

radiation are the essential factors constraining the productivity of the yield plants. A few biotic 

(creepy crawlies, microbes, organisms and viruses) and abiotic (water accessibility, temperature 

and nutrients) stresses influence the development in higher plants. Among them, drought stress is 

a noteworthy abiotic factor constraining the development and influencing the productivity of the 

plants.  

Plants are the essential makers in most earthly biological communities and frame the premise of 

the food web in these environments. For all intents and purposes, all human nutrition relies upon 

land plants straightforwardly or in a roundabout way. Plants, being sessile, need to encounter a 

few stresses because of the progressions happening in nature. Different environmental stresses 

have a potentially unfavorable effect on plant development rate, possibility of survival and 

regenerative achievement. Most valued for its general undertones, plant stress is regularly 

characterized as any factor that decreases plant development and generation below the potential 

of the genotype. Stresses can be abiotic (nonliving) or biotic (living) including weather (rain, 

warmth and temperature), soil conditions (water, pH and nutrients), creepy crawly populations, 

and malady rate and if there shouldarise an occurrence of harvest plants, management hones 

(cultivar, water system, treatment and turn) likewise assume a job. As harvest development and 

product yields are influenced by abiotic and biotic factors, there is a requirement for more 

prominent understanding of the molecular and physiological components hidden plant reaction to 

different stresses. This will significantly upgrade the odds of enhancing the plant execution 

against different stresses utilizing biotechnological approaches.  

Plants need to manage different and complex sorts of associations including various 

environmental factors. Over the span of advancement, they have developed particular systems 

allowing them to adjust and survive stressful events. Presentation of plants to biotic and abiotic 

stress instigates a disturbance in plant digestion suggesting physiological costs and along these 

lines prompting a decrease in wellness and at last in productivity. Abiotic stress is a standout 
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amongst the most imperative highlights of and huge effects development and thus, it oversees 

serious misfortunes in the field. The subsequent development decreases can reach >50% in most 

plant species. Also, biotic stress is an extra test initiating a solid weight on plants and adding to 

the damage through pathogen or herbivore assault. 

A crucial advance in plant resistance is the convenient impression of the stress with the end goal 

to react in a quick and proficient way. After acknowledgment, the plants constitutive basal guard 

systems prompt an enactment of complex flagging falls of protection shifting starting with one 

stress then onto the next. Following introduction to abiotic and/or biotic stress, particular particle 

channels and kinase falls are initiated, Receptive Oxygen Species (ROS), phytohormones like 

Abscisic Acid (ABA), Salicylic Acid (SA), JasmonicAcid (JA) and Ethylene (ET)gather and a 

reinventing of the genetic apparatus results in satisfactory protection responses and an expansion 

in plant tolerance with the end goal to limit the biological damage caused by the stress.  

Abiotic Stress 

Abiotic stresses incorporate drought, flooding, salinity, warmth and chilly stresses. Plants get 

resistance to environmental stresses by reconstructing their digestion and quality articulation, 

picking up another balance between development, advancement and survival. The view of 

abiotic stresses and flag transduction to switch on adaptive reactions are basic strides in deciding 

the survival and multiplication of plants presented to antagonistic conditions. There are multiple 

stress recognition and signaling pathways, some of which are particular, however others may 

cross-talk at different advances. Salt and drought stresses shape the real piece of abiotic stress. 

Salt stress harrows plant horticulture in numerous parts of the world, especially watered land. 

Contrasted with salt stress, the issue of drought is considerably more inescapable and financially 

harmingplantadjustment to environmental stresses is controlled by falls of molecular systems. 

These enact stress responsive instruments to restore homeostasis and ensure and repair 

damaged proteins and layers. Genes engaged with signaling falls and transcriptional control, for 

example, Mitogen-Actuated Protein (MAP) and Salt Overly Sensitive(SOS) kinases, 

phospholipases and interpretation factors e.g.,Heat Shock Factor (HSF) and the C-continue 

restricting component lack of hydration responsive element restricting protein (CBF/DREB) and 

ABA-responsive element restricting variable ABA-responsive element (ABF/ABRE) families have 

been broadly examined. Figure 1.1 portrays the abiotic stress signaling beginning from 

recognition to quality articulation, at long last bringing about tolerance or resistance. 
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Figure 1: Complexity of plant response to abiotic stress 

Biotic Stress 

As a rich source of sugars and amino acids, plants attract a variety of intruders, from viruses, 

bacteria and fungi to creepy crawlies. A portion of the vermin and pathogens devastatingly affect 

crop yields. To protect themselves, plants have in their armory, latent defense components, for 

example, strengthened cell dividers and antimicrobial mixes and also dynamic healing responses. 

Just a couple of microbes can breach these basal defenses and are then battled by the plants 

inborn invulnerable framework. Plants have developed refined instruments to perceive such 

assaults and translate the perception into an adaptive response.  

Plant pathogens can be broadly separated into those that slaughter the host and feed on the 

substance (necrotrophs) and those that require a living host to finish their life cycle (biotrophs). 

However, numerous others carry on as both biotrophs and necrotrophs, contingent upon the 

conditions in which they get themselves or the phases of their life cycles. Such pathogens are 

called hemibiotrophs. Hemibiotrophy has been characterized by Perfect and Green (2001) as an 

'underlying period of biotrophy' followed by "necrotrophic hyphae", making it a subsidiary 

definition. Microbial necrotrophy is frequently joined by production of poisons. Viruses are 

quintessential biotrophs, in spite of the fact that disease can lead in the end to host cell passing. 
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Bacteria and fungi can embrace either way of life. Numerous creepy crawlies cause damage by 

biting, prompt an injury response that incorporates the production of protease inhibitors and 

other enemy of feed ants, for example, alkaloids. Furthermore, twisted responses incorporate 

release of volatiles, which attract creepy crawlies that feed on, or store eggs into, the larvae of 

the herbivorous bug. By contrast, sap-sustaining creepy crawlies and nematodes can embrace 

cozier and modern methods of biotrophic parasitism, forcing formative responses on the plant 

cells, prompting the appearance of nerves, root bunches or sores.  

III. EFFECT OF DROUGHT STRESS ON PLANT GROWTH AND METABOLISM 

Drought stress is an important environmental constraint that limits the productivity of numerous 

crops and influences both quality and amount of the yield. Vegetative growth of plants can occur 

just at a certain stage of water status drought stress brings about a reduction in growth rate, stem 

lengthening, leaf development and stomata developments. It causes changes in a number of 

physiological and biochemical processes governing plant growth and productivity. Leaf water 

shortfall, developing as a result of water consumption, influences numerous physiological 

processes with possible outcomes on biomass and seed yield  

Plant responses to drought 

Plant responses to drought stress are complex involving adaptive changes and/or deleterious 

impacts. The decrease in the water potential results in reduced cell growth, root growth and shoot 

growth and likewise causes inhibition of cell extension and reduction in cell divider synthesis 

relatively mellow water potential around - 0.8 MPa reduces the cytokine in content in the leaves 

of several species. Low leaf water potentials inhibit the activity of the enzymes of the pentose 

phosphate pathway.  

At the point when water stress is reduced from - 1.0 to - 2.0 MPa, cells wind up smaller and 

leaves grow less, resulting reduced area for photosynthesis. At these water potentials, particle 

transport is slowed down and may likewise prompt decrease in yield cell membranes are the 

primary targets of many plant stresses. Osmotic stress induces rapid changes in cell divider 

conductivity and plasmalemma. The permeability and regulation during drought stress is expert 

by opening and closing of water channels formed by the membrane polypeptide complexes and 

likewise by the stage transitions of membrane lipids. Water stress influences the regular 

digestion of the cell, for example, carbon-reduction cycle, light reactions, energy charge and 

proton pumping and prompts the production of toxic atoms.  

Photosynthesis and carbon assimilation under drought stress 

Plants harvest light energy by oxygenic photosynthesis, or, in other words of the most important 

biological processes on the earth. By in breathing oxygen, consuming carbon dioxide and 

generating biological sources of energy and reducing power, oxygenic photosynthesis has made 
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our planet cordial for survival and development of complex living things. Photosynthesis is 

especially delicate to water stress. The photosynthetic rate (An) of the leaves of both C3 and 

C4plants decreases as their Relative Water Content (RWC) and water potential (ψ) decrease.  

Constrained photosynthetic rates decrease utilization of electrons released from water as a result 

of the light reactions the ensuing abundance of energized energy is dispersed by non-

photochemical quenching by the xanthophyll cycle in the photo framework reception 

apparatuses.  

Adaptive components of water saving for carbon assimilation during drought stress 

Stomatal constraint is considered to decrease both photosynthetic rate and CO2concentrationin 

the inter cellular spaces of the leaves, which inhibits carbon digestion stomatal control of water 

misfortunes is an early occasion in plant response to water shortage leading to a confinement of 

carbon take-up by the leaves stomata shut in response to either a decline in leaf turgor and/or 

water potential or to low dampness atmosphere stomatal closure in response to drought stress 

restricts CO2 entry to the leaves there by decreasing water misfortune from the leaves Thereis a 

proof that the decrease in CO2 assimilation rates foundin drought stressed leaves can't be just 

reversed by increasing external CO2supply, showing that drought stress additionally influences 

mesophyll digestion As the drought stress progresses, stomatal closure occurs for increasingly 

longer periods of the day beginningin the early in the day This depression in gas trade 

simultaneously reduces delay carbon assimilation and water misfortune at the time highest 

evaporative demand in the atmosphere and prompts a near streamlining of carbon assimilation in 

relation to water supply.  

Decreasing RWC has been known to induce stomatal closure, in parallel decreasing 'An' A 

decent correlation between leaf water potential and stomatal conductance dependably exists even 

under drought stress. It is currently settled that there is a drought-induced root-to leaf signaling, 

promoted by soil drying and reaching the leaves through the transpiration stream, which induces 

closure of stomata. This chemical signaling has been presently appeared to be 

abscisicacid(ABA), or, in other words the roots in response to soil drying and there is a direct 

correlation between the xylem ABA content and stomatal closure  

IV. CONCLUSION 

The drought treatment of 72 hr proved to be lethal for IR 20 rice seedlings. These seedlings of IR 

20 cultivar showed severely retardation in growth and root hair advancement as compared to 

Birsa Dhan-101 seedlings which showed more pronounced improvement of secondary roots and 

root hairs as compared to IR 20. When the seedlings were subjected to a recovery period of 72 

hr, couple of seedlings of IR 20 could recover as compared to Birsa Dhan-101 in which case the 

majority of the seedlings had overcome the effects of the stress treatment. The IR 20 seedlings 
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showed retarded growth of the coleoptiles. The coleoptiles length was 2-3 folds larger in 

BirsaDhan-101 as compared to IR 20 seedlings after the 72 hr recovery period. The growth of 

the roots was severely retarded in IR 20 as there was no advancement of root hairs in this 

cultivar. 
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