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Abstract: Scheduled Castes development has been a great i ssue of  concern since the country got 

independence in 1947.  No doubt  our  const i tut i on makers f rom the beginning have been much 

aware about the pl ight  and r ights of  the marginal ized sect ions of  the soc iety and for  br inging 

egal i tar ianism economical ly  as wel l  as soc ial ly .  They did their  best  in making provisions of  

safeguards for  them in the const i tut ion.  When case study conducted at  v i l lage level  i t emerged 

to sight that  the g i r l s of  Scheduled Ca stes  suffer  mor e in compar ison of  their  c i ty/urban 

counter  parts.  During the case study i t  was also found that the v il lagers did not receive rat ion 

from the publ ic  distr ibution system and on the other  hand Health centre often remains c losed 

most of  the t imes.  Having the signi f icance of  education in mind the government establ ished 

school  al l  over the country, so that more and more chi ldren can be brought to the door  of 

school  and their  standard of  l i fe  could be improved especial ly  Scheduled Ca stes.  There should  

be proper  environment of  education every school  should be endowed with as –  drawing room, 

sc ience lab, l ibrary, common hal l ,  TV room, venti lated c lass rooms, beauti ful  lawn, play 

ground, playing equipments, fac i l i ty of  toi lets especial ly  separate for boys and gi r l s,  pur i f ied 

dr inking water , generator , audio -video system for  easy access learning to students etc .  
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work  

Introduct ion  

Existence of  the caste system in India i s  one of  the biased form of soc ial  system.  Sect ional 

system and resultantly  legacy and div isions  are based  on  bir th instead of  occupation .   Actual ly  

this k ind of  break up form of  dif ference determines the l i fe  opportunities and enti t lements of  a 

person in Indian soc iety, instead of  his ini t iat ive apti tude educational  achievements or  ski l l s  

achieved dur ing his working t imes.  In  other  words work and  wealth both exi st  together  rather  

converts with each ot her , creating a strong nex us between ca ste and  c lass  often ar isi ng t heir  

di f ferences.  

Burdens as wel l  as responsibi l i ty  of  the soc iety are shared by the groups on the basis of  fami ly 

and caste sy stem.   Out of  this system emerged to def ini te  groups one side the pr iv i leged and 

the other  one down trodden sect ions  const i tu t ional ly  this soc ial  di f ference was tr ied to  be  

br idged through di f ferent effect  by identi fy ing the economical ly  weaker  classes a s S .C.  and  S.T.  

Di f ferent efforts have been appl ied to br idge this gap.  Over  the year , due to lack of education 
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and awareness the people belonging to these castes  have to work as manual labourers in the 

hygienic  condit ions for  generations.  

Pol i t ically  as wel l  as  soc ial ly  the pr iv i leged sect ions gains  higher  statu s and  more power  

in comparison of  marginal ized sect ion of  the soc iety .  Const i tut ional ly  educational  and 

economic  faci l i t ies have been provided to the downtrodden sect ion of  the soc iet ies.  Suddenly 

this  k ind of  the efforts motivate them to march ahead so th at S .C.  and S.T.  may come at  par  

with to non-S.C.  populat ion and the y may l ive mainstream li fe.  The govt. i s  try ing to provides 

di f ferent opportunit ies to this economical ly  weaker  c lasses so tha t they can ut i l i zed the 

benef i ts and over  come their  oppression.   

Education is most important tool  for every human being. I t  shoul d be imparted 

i r respective of  creed, caste and rel ig ion for  achieving equal i ty  in every walk of  l i fe  as wal l  as 

for  soc ial  just ice.  For  achieving the mention object ive scholarships, incentive, attendance 

scholarship etc .  should be provided to the students  belonging to marginal ized sect ion of  the 

soc iety except the reservation in jobs as well  as in promotion.  

Al though many provision has been made by the govt.  to impart  education to the  

students belonging to S .C.  and S.T.  but st i l l  they have to face discr im inately  att i tude because  

of  their  caste.   

 Education from the very beginning of  c iv i l izat ion has been considered as the mo st  

important instrument for  the development of  every human being as wel l  as for  any soc iety.   On 

the other  hand the data col lected fro m di f ferent sources and research papers shows the low 

tendency of  S.C.  toward  education and  this tendency of  low part ic ipat ion, i r regular i ty  in 

attending the school .  

Main Information Regarding Educat ion of Scheduled Castes  Students: 

 As per  the  2011 censu s 16.3% of  the total  popul at ion of  India i s  of  the S .C.   In  1941 the 

l i teracy rate of  the S .C.  w as  2.3% whi le  in 2001 a s per  the  censu s i t  wa s recorded 54.7%.  

Al though there has been good increment in the l i teracy rate of  S .C.  but i t  remained less than 

the General  l i teracy rate of  India.   When the basic  stat ist ical  information are looked into they 

display that the dropout rate of the SC children is st i l l  very high.  

Sample of the research study of Haryana State : 

 In  Haryana dur ing the census of  1991  S .C.  pop ulat ion was 32.5  lac  and in the year  of  

2011 i t  increased to 40.91 lac  which const i tutes 19.3% of  tot al  populat ion of  Haryana.   

According to the census 2011 the total  l i teracy rate of  Haryana was 67.9% whi le  for  the S .C.  i t 

was 55.4%.  
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 Haryana is a hub of  education.  For  impart ing education the process has been fac i l i tated 

and pr imary school ,  middle school  and high sch ool  are respectively  within the distance of  o ne  

ki lometer , 1.87 km.  and 2.1 k m.  

Case Study of Research Paper : 

 The study wa s undertaken in the Hisar  Distr ic t .  This research paper  i s  part  of  larger 

study where enti re v i l lage was covered and  hou sehold survey of  the whole  v i l lage was carr ied 

out to understand the soc io -economic  condit ion and levels of  education among  the S.C. 

populat ion of  the whole v i l lage which was dominated by the S .C. 

Table 1 

District-wise Population and Literacy Rates of Scheduled Castes in the State of Haryana 

Districts Percentage of Population Literacy Rate 

 General Population SC  

Population 

General Population SC  

Population 

Panchkula 84.5 15.5 75.9 63.4 

Ambala 74.9 25.1 79.2 63.2 

Yamunanagar 75.5 24.5 74.4 62.9 

Kurukshetra 79.5 20.5 73.1 56.9 

Kaithal 78.5 21.5 62.8 44.7 

Karnal 79.0 21.0 71.3 53.8 

Panipat 84.2 15.8 71.4 56.7 

Sonipat 81.9 18.1 75.0 62.3 

Jind 80.2 19.8 65.3 48.9 

Fatehbad 72.6 27.4 64.1 41.0 

Sirsa 73.4 26.6 67.2 41.4 

Hissar 78.0 22.0 68.9 49.8 

Bhiwani 80.4 19.6 70.1 56.3 

Rohtak 80.9 19.1 77.0 59.5 

Jhajjar 82.2 17.8 74.5 62.5 

Mahendragarh 83.7 16.3 71.1 63.6 

Rewari 81.1 18.9 76.7 68.7 

Gurgaon 88.7 11.3 62.8 64.0 

Faridabad 85.8 14.2 72.3 55.8 

Haryana 80.7 19.3 70.8 55.4 
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 In  Haryana out of  al l  d istr icts e ight di str icts are having large number  of  S .C.  populat ion.  

These dis tr icts are Ambala,  Kai thal ,  Kuruk shetra, Yamunanagar , Karnal ,  Fatehab ad,  Si rsa and  

Hisar .  Out of  these distr icts lowest l i teracy rates of  S .C.  populat ion is in  Kai thal ,  Fateh abad,  

Hisar  and Si rsa.  

 Haryana State  was formed in the year  of  1966  with 13 distr icts.   Today the   st ate i s  

having 22 distr icts.   

Educat ional Status of the Heads of households  

 For  the mentioned object ive data was col lected from all  the households.   From the 

col lected data i t may be observed that the heads of  households, part icular ly  among the male 

members around 22% are i l l i terate, 3 5% studied up to pr imary school ,  22 % studied upto Middle 

school ,  18% stu died upto secondary schools and very few  3% studied beyond sec ondary level  or 

upto graduation and post -graduation.  The st at us covered of  the heads of  households shows 

that 40% are engaged as agr icul tural  labourers and 55% are working as dai ly wage labourers.   

 The education of  the  women in the v i l lages i s very much low and many of  the women 

are i l l i terate.  Aroun d 40% women belonging to SC and other  ca stes   have not part ic ipated in  

school ing or  are hard core i l l i terate.  Approximately  35% women have part ic ipated in the 

school ing up to pr imary level ,  1 8% upto middle school ,  5% upto senior  secondary level  and 

very few have studied upto graduate  and post-graduate  level .  But now there i s changed 

att i tude of  the people regarding education as  they are interested t o send  their  chi ldren to 

schools and also are ready to af forded transportat ion  expenditure too.  But for  the S .C.  st i l l  i t 

i s  not po ssible  to af ford tran sportat ion expen diture and other  charges.  The women are not  

having regular  employment and working only as housewives a s per  the data col lected about  

92% women are engaged as housewives.  

 From every household the in formation relat ing to the number  of  chi ldren as wel l  as 

displaying gender  have been collected.  The data col lected shows that often  the fami l ies have 

3-6 chi ldren. Al though the fami l ies having higher  number  of  chi ldren are not in large number. 

Most of  the f ami lies are having only 3 children. From the study i t  may be observed that large 

number  of  chi ldren purpose of  earning l ivel ihood for  the fami l ies.  Dur ing the discussion with 

parent and school  going chi ldren i t  was found that the elder  g i r l s are more helpf ul  to teach 

their  sibl ings in compar ison of  boys.  

 Dur ing the discussion with parents i t was found that number  of  school  going age 

chi ldren are not going to school  becau se many of  them are engaged in the pract ical  of  ea rning 

l ivel ihood for  the fami ly.  The v i l lages al though has a high school  but most of  the chi ldren drop 

out school  at  the level  of pr imary and middle school  and only smal l number  of chi ldren take 

admission in high school .  
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 I t  i s  expected by every human being that school  should be beauti ful  and  with necessary 

resources as drawing room, sc ience lab, l ibrary, audio -video instruments, w el l  furnished staff  

of f ice, beauti ful  lawn, benches for  students, proper  arrangement of  l ight  and wel l  furnished 

c lass rooms.  

 On contrary the v iew schools have been formal  quite ugly  compounded with dropped 

furni ture, dusty rooms,  with no arrangement of  l ight,  drawing room, sc ience room etc .  The 

Education Department certainly  has provided televisions and set -top boxes but schools are  

struggl ing to pay the electr ic i ty  bi l l s  as there i s no provision in the schools for  making payment 

of  e lectric i ty  bil l s.  Dur ing the discussion with the school  teachers i t  came to l ight that  many of 

the students do not attend c lasses because of  poverty or  economically  weaker condit ion of t he 

fami l ies.  From the whole discussion the conclusion may be drawn that poverty i s  the only 

reason of  low part ic ipat ion of  the children in the school ing.   

Expectat ions of Parents  about  the Future and Career of their  Children : 

 During the case study  the d at a related to  th e expectat ions of  parents  about  their  

chi ldren also has been  col lected.  Al l  of  the pare nts have  great expectat ions  from their  chi ldren 

and they are of  the v iew that education is the only source can change their  l i fe .  84% Heads of 

the household s feel  that  their  g i r l  chi ld should got teaching job a t  nearby v i l lage.  95%  parents  

are of  the v iew that their  boys should get  education of  higher  level  and become teachers. 

Whi le  smal l  number  of  parents are of  the tho ught that their  wards should become doctor ,  

engineer  or  businessman.  Some of  the parent s  t old that they h ad not  enough money to afford  

pr ivate tui t ion to their  w ards.  The parents also revealed this fact  that  they have to face many 

di f f icul t ies to f ind work for  earning l ivel ihood. In such si tuation how the y can afford higher 

level  education to their  w ards.  Hence many of them think that their chi ldren at  least  should 

get  school  level  education and they may become teachers.  

 Dur ing the present study i t  was found that many of  the parents are i nterested that their 

g i r l s should involved only in the households act iv i t ies only.  When the same study  was 

conducted i t  came to l ight  that  17 % gir l s help their  mothers in c ooking act iv i ties,  5% gi r l s fetch 

water  f rom water supply  whi le 3% gir l s look after  their animals.  

After  Coming From School Gir ls  Extend Their  Services  in   House Act iv it ies : 

 After  coming from school  2 4% gir l s help their  pa rents  in di f ferent act iv i t ies of  house 5%  

gir l s tenders their  assis tance in tai lor ing and s t i tching works and 2 1% gir l s helps their  mother  

in washing clothes.  Due to var ious home act iv i ties when they are compel led to stay at  home, i t 

discontinues their  regular i ty  to school .  And this i r regular i ty  caused them dropped out school .  
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Provis ion of Scholarship  for S .C.  Students : 

 Education Department of  Haryana State  has  made a provision of  scholarship  for  the  

students belonging to S .C.  categor ies.   This provision has been made by the government for 

helping students f inancial who come poverty stricken fami l ies. So that they can bu y books and 

school  stat ionary with t his amount.  This  amount also works  to br ing chi ldren to the school .  

According to provision 75% attendance should be of  a student to get  this type of  scholarship. 

Two type s of  scholarship i s provided to  the stu dents who  b elongs t o S .C.  Fi rst  annual ly  f rom 

Rs.  740  to Rs.  1450/ -  a s student moves  from lower  c lass to  upper  c lasse s and  second ty pe is  

monthly incentive.  

 Dur ing the month of  August  –  September, the amount of  scholarship i s c leared by the 

soc ial  wel fare department , Haryana and  this a mount di rect ly  credited in the accounts of  S .C.  

students ,  S.C.  studen t of  Fi rst  c lass draw s Rs.  740,  I Ind c lass  studen ts R s.  750 and  I I I rd c lass  

student draws Rs.  960 and this amount upto Vth  c lass with the increment of  Rs.  10 as per  ea ch 

c lass i s  provided t o every S .C.  student.  Here two  more facts are to be con sidered th at  S.C.  g i r l s 

students  in compar ison of  S .C.  boy s students  are paid higher  scholarship.  And the students  

related to S .C.  who  opt sc ience stream are provided more scholarship than the se S .C.  student s  

who pursue their  c lasses through art  stream.  

Discuss ion with  Parents of S .C.  Students: 

 After  analyz ing the study at  school  level ,  f ac i l i t ies provided to S .C.  student s by  

government in form of  incentives or  scholarships.  I t  was assumed necessary that discussion  

with parents should take place to analyze how much the parents are interested in the 

school ing of  their wards.  Dur ing di scussion i t  came to l ight  that  6 0% parents never v i si ted to 

school ,  3 0% parents v isi ted only 3 -5 t imes whi l e  10% parents are found  of  the v iew that they 

v isi ted to school  once or  twice. I f  the conclusion of  whole discussion is drawn very dismal 

att i tude of  parent wi l l  come to surface.  Which is not good for  school  going chi ldren as wel l  for 

themselves and in the long run for the soc iety too.  

Conclusion s of Conducted Case Study: 

 Scheduled Castes development has been a great i ssue of  concern since the country got 

independence in 1947.  No doubt  our  const i tut i o n makers f rom the beginning have been much 

aware about the pl ight  and r ights of  the marginal ized sect ions of  the soc iety and for  br inging 

egal i tar ianism economical ly  as wel l  as soc ial ly .  They did their  best  in making provisions of  

safeguards for  them in t he con st i tut ion.  Howev er  t i l l  date the implementation of  same could 

not be possible, in  other  words the frui t  of  prov isions made in the const i tut ion could not reach  

to every needed person of  soc iety.   I t  wa s con sidered necessary on the  part  of  ca se study t ha t  

the c lar i f icat ion of  the mentioned condit ion of  S cheduled Castes or  down trodden people 

should be supported with data col lected from var ious sources.    
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 When case study conducted at  v i l lage level  i t  emerged to sight that  the g i r l s of 

Scheduled Castes suffer  more in compar ison of  their  c i ty/urban counter  parts.   The g i r l s of 

concerned vil lage real izes i t  that  role  model  for them is not avai lable at  v il lage or  in the house.  

They often f ind i t  that  their  mother  are qu ite i l l i terate who to great extent coul d not  

understand problems faces in the education for  g ir l s because many of  them have never even 

visi ted to school .  Even dur ing the case study  i t  came to l ight  that  mothers too  disor ientate  

against  their  gi r l  and preference is given to boys.  Expectat ions of  parents when asked about i t 

emerged out that  boys  should  choose the profe ssion of  doctor  or  engineer  whi le  for  the g i r l s 

teaching job of  school level was considered as the best  option keeping in mind their  securi ty.   

 Dur ing the case study  i t  wa s also  f in d that  the teachers who belong to  the upper  ca ste  

extend less importance to the student s related to low socio -economic  condit ion.  Of  course the 

teachers who have such conservative v iews  requires to be condemned openly.  Teacher 

community i s  considered as pr ogressive community and i t  can not  be e xpected that a  teacher  

can ever  be part ial  being.  Here  this point  requires to be noted that merely the enactment of 

provisions in const i tut ion are not  enough unl ess the  transparent system is esta bl ished and  

conservat ive v iews especially  at  teachers as wel l  as of  soc iety i s  not changed.  

 Dur ing the case study i t  was also found that t he v i l lagers did not receive ration from 

the publ ic  distr ibution system and on the other hand Health centre often remains c losed most 

of  the t imes, in  other  words medical  fac il i t ies avai lable according to governmental  procedure 

are not extended t imely.   Whenever  primary health centres are opened most of  t ime required 

medic ine are not avai lable and in such si tuation they have to go to local  p rivate doctors for 

treatment, in  fact  they are not  professional  ones and  have very l i tt le  knowledge about  

medic ine as wel l  as about treatment.   Resultantly  their  health condit ion worsens constantly  

and they have to suffer both ways f inancially  as wel l  as i n term of  health too.  

 In  such posi t ion marginal ized sect ions of  soc iety and part icular ly  S .C.  community  have 

to suffer  very much, since they are landless and economically  backward.  For the development 

of  any country or  soc iety education has  bee n major  ins trument.  Whichever  nation made 

development i t  could be possible  only because  of  education.   The government long ago had 

contemplated on the quoted issue that amenities in rural  area should be as are avai lable in 

urban areas but t i l l  date the idea could not  be implemented in letter  and spir i t .  

 Having the signi f icance of  education in mind the  government establ ished school  al l  over  

the country, so that more and more chi ldren can be brought to the door of  school  and their 

standard of  l i fe  could be improved especial ly  Scheduled Castes .  There should be proper  

environment of  education every school  should be endowed with as –  drawing room, sc ience  

lab, l ibrary, common hal l ,  TV room, ven ti lated c lass rooms, beauti ful  lawn, play ground, playing 

equipments, fac i l i ty  of  toi lets especial ly  separate for  boys and g i r l s,  pur i f ied dr inking water , 

generator , audio -video system for easy access learning to students etc .   
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